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Welcome to our Annual General Meeting.  I would like to thank the committee for their  

continuing support.  It is a privilege working with such wonderful people.  Thank you to our 

School Director Rita who had to make many phone calls to organize classes by Zoom. We were 

lucky to have our teachers’ and students’ support when we had to provide our language classes 

by Zoom. We lost a few students who were unable  to attend virtual classes but still managed to 

have 12 regular courses,  a few mini courses  and some private lessons during the year. There 

were 174 student  members,  61 non student members,  6 Life members and 8 teachers.  The 

principal aim of our Society is the promotion of the Italian language and culture and other than 

the Italian Classes the diffusion has been by Web, Facebook and our monthly newsletter.  

 

2020 was a year like no other in our history.  We started the year off with a busy social 

calendar.  In January we had Mini courses and enrollments.  In February our regular classes 

started on the 3rd, on the 19th, we had the Amici della Dante lunch, on the 21st  there was the 

welcome function “Il Gioco delle Bocce”  and on the 24th we had our 2020 AGM. On the 18th 

March was our last Amici della Dante lunch before  COVID came. We thank the Federal 

Government for their  financial assistance. Unfortunately we were unable to continue with our 

Social and Cultural activities and our Scholarship winner Mark Hayward was unable to take up 

the scholarship to study in Italy.   All our committee meetings have also been on Zoom . 

 I would like to thank our web and newsletter sponsors:   Solicitor Gino Moro from Collas, 

Moro Ross and Accountant Gerard Wilkes from Gerard Wilkes & Associates. Thank you to 

everyone who has contributed articles for the monthly newsletter. Thank you to our webmaster 

Brian Bell for maintaining the Dante website and to our Facebook manager, Martina Medda for 

updating and adding the interesting information on our Facebook page. Thank you to Mark 

Hayward for painting the Piazza Dante floor. 

 

A big Thank you to our non committee member, Ester Ceron,  for replacing  and donating the 

new plants currently in Piazza Dante and for  maintaining them all year even when there were 

no classes.   

 

We have a good relationship with the  Sede  Centrale, the Italian Consulate,  Com.It. Es., the 

Italian Chamber of Commerce, The  Gold Coast Multicultural Society, the Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club,   Co. As. It., the Brisbane Dante Alighieri Society and  other Dante Societies in 

Australia. 

 

Once again, I thank all of you.  Please continue to read our newsletter, Web, Facebook  and tell 

your friends about the Dante.    Grazie. 

 

Giovanna Santomauro 


